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Resolution #3 

 
Resolution Urging that Airport Capital Funding Programs Be Made 

Permanent in the State Budget 

 
WHEREAS, airports play a critical role in New York State’s economy, job growth and 

transportation infrastructure, providing commercial air service, business aviation 

functions and supporting homeland security and critical emergency response for all of 

New York’s local and regional communities and for the nation; and 

 
WHEREAS, airports are economic engines fueling growth in the communities they 

serve; and 

 
WHEREAS, according to data from the New York State Department of Transportation 

and updated figures from the Port Authority of NY-NJ, the aviation industry contributes 

over $72 billion in annual economic activity in New York State and more than 500,000 

NY based jobs in aviation or aviation-related industries, generates $25 billion in payroll 

and well over $6 billion in state and local tax revenue annually; and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2016 Governor Andrew Cuomo initiated a $200 million state 

investment to revitalize New York State airports and subsequent enacted budgets have 

included increased funding for the Aviation Capital Grant Program that helps the state 

realize the full potential of its airports and aviation industries; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Competition to Revitalize Upstate Airports has thus far awarded four 

airports approximately $40 million each to fund projects that enhance safety, improve 

operations and access, reduce environmental impact, create better passenger 

experiences and leverage private investments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Competition is expected to make the final award to one additional 

airport in upstate New York, exhausting the Competition funding and leaving a majority 

of airports in need of state assistance, even accounting for recent increases in the 

Aviation Capital Grant Program annual appropriations; and 

 
WHEREAS, while this funding is welcomed and will be used for airport infrastructure 

and critical safety enhancements and business and economic development projects, 

creating and sustaining construction and aviation-related jobs, the level of state 

financial commitment falls short of what is needed by the large number of remaining 



airports in New York, many of which are owned by counties and other local 

governments; and 

 
WHEREAS, New York has no dedicated funding source or permanent state 

capital program for airports and must rely on annual appropriations in the state 

budget for funding critical airport projects. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 

Counties does hereby commend Governor Cuomo and the Legislature for the state’s 

financial commitments to New York airports that will help fund critical airport 

infrastructure rehabilitation, improvement, and expansion projects; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC urges the Governor and the 

Legislature to provide recurring and reliable funding for the maintenance and 

development of all the State’s airports through a reauthorization and new round of 

funding for the Competition to Revitalize Upstate Airports initiative and making 

permanent and increasing funding for the Aviation Capital Grant Program; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to 

member counties for their consideration; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 

necessary and proper. 

 


